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Comments:

The year 1873 was a milestone in development of metallic
cartridges. 1873 marked the introduction of the 44-40 (44
WCF), the 45-70 Government, and the 45 Colt. All three car-
tridges are still going strong 130 years after their debut.
Widespread use in Cowboy Acfion shooting is also contributing
to their current popularity. Colt infroduced their 45 cartridge in
the famed Mocgl) 1873 Single Action Army. The original loading
propelled a 255-grain lead bullet with 40-grains of black pow-
der around 900 feet per second. The 45 Colt is also known—
mistakenly—as the 45 Long Colt. In confrast fo several other offer-
ings from Colt, i.e. 32 Short/Long, 38 Short/Long, 41
Short/Long, there never was a 45 Short Colt.

Several caveats opplr when reloading the 45 Colt.
Shooters must pay particular attention in regard fo the cartridge’s

Test Components:

R s oo 9 2B 8 B G 5 A Winchester
Trimtolength . ........................ 1.275"
PRITIIS sv.0n 2 506 i #8506 5 B o Winchester WLP
PrimerSize. ... .ocyvsnsssgrssnnsnes Large Pistol
bymian Shell Holder . . <« < «.s s sussscssmissa No. 11
Jacketed Bullets Used . . . .. Sierra JHP #8800, 185 gr.
Speer GDHP #4478, 200 gr.

Speer JHP #4479, 225 gr.

Sierra JHC #8820, 240 gr.

Hornady HP/XTP #45200, 250 gr.

CastBulletsUsed . .. ........... (sized to .452" diq)
#454190, 250 gr.
#452664, 250 gr.

#452424, 255 gr.
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N320 83 873

231 76 866
Unique 75 615 .
AABS 108 876 —
Blue Dot 12.0 692 —
HS7 130 700 —
IMR-4227 16.5

XMP5744  18.4

Note: Il.ggs shown in ﬂ;ﬁed panels are maxjmum.

S shown In

designate potentially most accurate load.

small diameter rim. This rim provides less bearing surface to the
shell holder in comparison to other cartridges and tears easily if
undue force is applied during the reloading process. The grooves
of PreWorld War Il revolvers normally measure .454" in diame-
ter. Later production revolvers and lever action rifles are built with
451" diameter grooves. Those loading for older revolvers with
the original .454" groove should stick with cast bullet #454190.
This is our original bullet for the 45 Colt and dates to the nine-
teenth century. If in doubt, slug the bore. Cast bullet #452424 is
an Elmer Keith design and has long been an accurate performer.
Bullet #452664 is designed for Cowboy Action shooters. It will
function through lever action rifles and produced excellent accu-
racy with Ho«?gdon's Titegroup. Unique and 231 are both long
time favorites for loading the 45 Colt.

Test Specifications:

(Velocity Only)

FirearmUsed .................. Ruger Blackhawk
Barmel Lengtly .. ..o0 050009 % esisnserenesns 74"
TWISt « o 1-16"
CrOOVE DL s v s vaws s masis s e nanesswms 451"

SR7625 7.

SR4756
Hs6
Blue Dot




N340 9.0

AARS

PowerPistol 8.0 754

N30~ 85

148
155

Note:

e

s shown in shcréied panels are max";n/'num.
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700X
Titegroup

Green Dot
231

Titegroup
Red Dot §
Green Dot
231 6

SR7625 60 555
Unique
AA#S .

own in bold designate potentially most accurate load.
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